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INTRODUCTION 

Historic Route 66 extends through New Mexico and has been identified as an All-American 

Road and a National Scenic Byway.  This designation requires a corridor management plan 

(CMP), developed with community involvement, that provides for conservation and 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ōȅǿŀȅΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ 

tourism and economic development (Federal Register Volume 60 [96]). 

While New Mexico has a state-wide Route 66 

CMP, it contains little information specific to Los 

Lunas.  In contrast, this CMP is focused solely 

on the Village of Los Lunas.  It identifies the 

character-defining qualities unique to the 

Village and presents strategies for maintaining 

and enhancing these qualities. 

While most of historic Route 66 in New Mexico 

travels through rural lands occasionally 

punctuated by urban areas, Los Lunas 

represents the unique experience of an 

agricultural community in the Rio Grande 

Valley.  The north-south alignment (pre-1937) 

of the Route followed the Camino Real along 

the Rio Grande between Santa Fe and Los 

Lunas.  This original route allows travelers to 

experience more of the traditional New 

Mexican travel patterns which followed sources 

of water, paralleled existing railroad right-of-

ways, and connected small towns.   

This document addresses all required elements 

of a CMPτas indicated in the call out box to the 

sideτand is organized into the broad categories 

ƻŦ ά9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ά9ƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎέ 

followed by a description of  public participation 

efforts and a final summary.  Rather than a sequential step-by-step plan, this CMP is 

designed more like a tool box of recommended projects and funding sources that can be 

used in various combinations to encourage tourism and economic development as well as 

preserve and enhance Route 66 within the Village.   

Scenic Byways CMP Requirements: 
Federal Register Vol. 60 (96) 
 

1) Corridor map 

2) Assessment of intrinsic qualities 

3) Strategy to maintain these qualities 

4) Schedule and listing of agency, group, & 

individual responsibilities for 

implementation 

5) Strategy for enhancing development 

6) Plan for on-going public participation 

7) Safety and accident review 

8) Plan to accommodate commerce and 

maintain appropriate highway operation 

9) Minimization of intrusions on the visitor 

experience 

10) Compliance with outdoor advertising laws 

11) Signage plan to support visitor experience 

12) Narrative on positioning the byway for 

marketing  

13) Discussion of design standards and their 

effect on intrinsic qualities 

14) Description of plans to interpret significant 

resources 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS  

This section establishes an historic context for the corridor, identifies specific features that 

exemplify these qualities, and provides additional information pertaining to the existing 

condition of the byway within Los Lunas. 

Historic Context 

Much of the intrinsic qualities of the byway are related to the rich history of Route 66.  As 

such, this historic summary is provided as a context for defining intrinsic qualities and 

features.  Because Route 66 history has been covered in detail by Wallis (1990), Kammer 

(1992; 2003), Cassity (2004), and others, this literature review is intended to touch on only 

broad national developments with an increasing focus on the route through New Mexico 

and Los Lunas.  (See the following figures for maps of the Route 66 alignments.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Route 66 alignments in the United States and in New Mexico over time  
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Route 66 new construction, 1932 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Route 66 alignments through the Village of Los Lunas.  This Corridor Management Plan (CMP) is 
focused on the alignments within the Village limits. 

Route 66 in America 

With the Federal Aid Post Road Act of 1916, 

the federal government began matching 

state money for the purpose of developing 

roads.  Later, in 1925, the federal 

government was again involved with 

roadwork as they enacted a more 

comprehensive version of the bill and began 

a numbering system for federal roads 

(Kammer 1992:25).  As part of this program, 
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roads spanning the eight states of Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New 

Mexico, Arizona, and California were designated as Route 66. 

Extending from Chicago to Los Angeles, the road maintained a roughly diagonal course 

across the country rather than a straight east/west route.  This was intended to connect 

previously isolated rural towns with larger urban areas, enabling the transport of produce 

and other goods (National Historic Route 66 Federation 2006).   

The early years of Route 66 saw aggressive and inventive promoters actively promoting the 

route.  The best known of these men was C.C. Pyle who organized a foot race as a publicity 

stunt in 1928Φ  Yƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳƴƛƻƴ DerbyΣέ ƛǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ wƻǳǘŜ сс ŀƴŘ 

was won by a Native American from Oklahoma named Andy Payne (Wallis, 1990). 

During the dustbowl and depression years, an estimated 210,000 people traveled the 

route to California in search of work.  These years, from 1933 to 1938, also saw the 

employment of thousands of young men as road-gang laborers paving the last stretches of 

Route 66.  And, by 1938 the road was continuously paved (Cassity 2004; National Historic 

Route 66 Federation 2006).  The completion of this continuously paved road not only 

provided an essential mobility for the military during World War II, but also fueled auto-

tourism as post-war economic prosperity continued to increase.  

The need for National defense, along with this increased road use, prompted Dwight D. 

9ƛǎŜƴƘƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƳǳƭŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άΧǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

highways crossing that country and offering the possibility, often lacking in the United 

{ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣέ όbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ wƻǳǘŜ сс 

Federation 2006).   With the resulting 1956 Federal Aid Highway Act, interstate 

construction began to bypass portions of Route 66.  The U.S. 66 designation was officially 

decommissioned in 1985, shortly after the final piece of interstate bypassed the road in 

Williams, Arizona (National Historic route 66 Federation 2006).   

Route 66 in New Mexico 

The official New Mexico Road Map from 

1914 shows the pre-Route 66 corridor 

composed of several different highways.  

This 507-mile New Mexico alignment was 

designated Route 66 in 1926.  The route 

maintained a mostly east/west orientation 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ά{έ ŎǳǊǾŜ 

through the middle of the state.  The curve 

started just west of Santa Rosa, headed 

north then west into Santa Fe, south 

Route 66 looking South from Santa Fe to 

Algodones, 1933 
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through Albuquerque to Los Lunas, and then curved back northward toward Grants, 

Gallup, and the Arizona sǘŀǘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ά{έ ŎǳǊǾŜ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊƻŀŘ 

building practices which followed railroad grades and connected the small towns along 

those routes (Kammer 2003: 9-11).  (See the Route 66 alignments on page 2.) 

9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ά{έ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ wƻǳǘŜ сс 

was designated.  During the last days of his term, Governor Arthur Hannett ordered a road 

to be developed between Santa Rosa and Moriarty in 1926.  Likewise, Albuquerque Mayor 

Clyde Tingley and others were calling for a road directly west from Albuquerque to 

Laguna.  As a result of continual conversation and many petitions to the State Highway 

Commission, the realignments were officially listed as Route 66 in 1937 (Kammer 2003).   

Post-1937, Route 66 became an income generator of its own, allowing services that 

supported the roadway to be independent of existing communities.    

The realignment of Route 66 is noted in the 1938 New Mexico Road Map below.  The 

former alignment from Santa Rosa to near Las Vegas is now listed as U.S. Highway 84 

while the portion from Las Vegas through Albuquerque is listed as U.S. Highway 85.  New 

Mexico State Route 6 is now limited to the small portion of road extending from Los Lunas 

northwestward toward the Laguna Reservation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 1938 map shows US Route 66 re-aligned from Albuquerque.  The previous north-south routes 
to Los Lunas re-labeled as US Route 85 (west of the Rio Grande) and NM Route 47 (east of the Rio 
Grande).  The previous US Route 66 west from Los Lunas was re-labeled NM Route 6. 

Relative to the major developments of the late 1930s, road building in the early 1940s was 

greatly reduced due to World War II.  The Biennial Report of the State Highway Engineer 

ŦƻǊ мфпо ŀƴŘ мфпп ōƭǳƴǘƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ 

ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣέ όIŜŀƭȅ мфппΥмлύΦ  IŜŀƭȅ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
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The Village of Los Lunas was an established railroad 

economy  (Courtesy of Los Lunas Museum of Heritage 

and Arts) 

war effort and the associated shortage of labor and funds, only roads approved by the 

Army, Navy, and War Production Board were built. 

New Mexico had anticipated the passage of the 1956 Federal Highway Act and had 

already begun planning interstate highway projects.  As a result, New Mexico initially led 

the Nation in percentage of Federal funds under contract (Wilson 1956:11).  Although the 

road-building emphasis was on interstate construction, the Federal Aid Highway Act also 

provided for continued development of additional highways.  This established a trend of 

initially expanding and then eventually bypassing Route 66.   

Although Route 66 continued to function for several years after the initiation of the 

interstate system, the final New Mexico segments were bypassed in Gallup and Tucumcari 

in 1981 (Kammer 1992).  

Route 66 in Los Lunas 

The Los Lunas area was part of the San Clemente land grant given to Doña Ana Sandoval 

de Manzaneras, and then inherited by Don Felix Candelaria in 1716.  In approximately 

1750, this land was purchased by the Luna family, for which the village is named.  The 

Luna and Otero families, united through marriage and centered in Los Lunas, controlled 

ranching, business, and political activity in all of New Mexico until the 1930s.   

The railroad came to Los Lunas in 1881, 

at a time when Los Lunas, Albuquerque, 

and Bernalillo were about the same size 

in population and economic activity.  

The railroad allowed for a much broader 

exchange of services outside of the 

village, however most travel within the 

village was accomplished with horses or 

on foot.  The first automobile arrived in 

Los Lunas around 1910, but poorly 

maintained dirt roads still made 

ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎt 

automobile in Los Lunas was owned by Dr. William Wittwer, who used his car to make 

house calls.  At first, he could only use the car to serve patients on the west side of the Rio 

DǊŀƴŘŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфнтέ (Burr 2012: 62) when 

Main Street became part of US Route 66. 

The original US highway system was built largely along pre-existing railroad alignments.  In 

this way, railroad station communities such as Los Lunas were the first general locations 

that supported highway travelers with services.  As such, many of Los LunasΩ historic 
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A typical Route 66 tourist facility in Los Lunas. (Courtesy of 

Los Lunas Museum of Heritage and Arts) 

A Spearwell ά.ƛƎ уέ ƻƴŜ-man grader in 1928, grading the 

intersection of Main Street and Los Lentes Road in Los 

Lunas (Courtesy of Los Lunas Museum of Heritage and Arts) 

structures, such as the Luna Mansion or the Romero Cafe, pre-date the Route 66 

designation but were also present during the Route 66 years and served travelers. 

Once Main Street was designated Route 

66, the number of vehicles passing 

through Los Lunas escalaǘŜŘΦ  άThe 

number of vehicles traveling between 

Albuquerque and Gallup climbed from 

486 per day during September 1926 to 

676 per day ŘǳǊƛƴƎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфнуέΦ όbew 

Mexico Highway Journal Oct. 1926:13; 

Dec. 1928:17).  Route 66 brought 

hundreds of thousands of travelers 

through the Village of Los Lunas during 

the 10 years before it was re-routed, 

spurring the creation of many businesses 

such as garages, hotels, and cafes 

designed to serve the motoring 

population.  

Kammer has documented in Route 66 

Through New Mexico Re-survey Report 

(2003) the location of the earliest Route 

66 alignment as it traveled through Los 

Lunas.  The original alignment headed 

southward from Albuquerque on the 

west side of the Rio Grande on what is 

now Isleta Boulevard, crossed the river at 

the Isleta Pueblo, traveled south on NM 

47, and then re-crossed the Rio Grande on NM 6/Main Street heading west through Los 

Lunas and eventually west toward the Laguna Pueblo.  However, this alignment only 

existed for about 5 years and then was re-routed to stay on the west bank of the Rio 

Grande along what is now NM 314 to remove the two additional crossings of the river 

below the Albuquerque Barelas Bridge.  This alignment shift is seen in the 1927 and 1933 

roadway maps presented on the next page. 

Since the character of the pre-1937 Route 66 roadway was that of large expanses of rural 

lands connected by relatively isolated communities, a similar character remains in Los 

Lunas.  Once the roadway was re-aligned to form a more direct east/west route through 
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the state, auto-oriented commercial development in Los Lunas slowed, leaving a largely 

agricultural economy to continue as it had for centuries before the automobile.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 1927 map shows the Route 66 highway crossing the Rio Grande River at Isleta Pueblo, 
heading south on the east side of the river, and then crossing again at Los Lunas.  At this time, 
there was no roadway heading directly west from Albuquerque. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 1933 map (and subsequent maps until 1938) show the US Route 66 highway re-aligned to the 
west of the river with NM Route 47 labeled on the east side of the river, and a less improved 
roadway, NM Route 6, heading west from Albuquerque. 
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